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Media information  
 
 
23 October 2008 
 

NHS joint committee makes its decision  

 

The NHS joint committee* set up to oversee the consultation in momentum: pathways to 

healthcare met this morning to consider the feedback from the consultation and make the 

final decisions about a way forward. 

 

The following decisions were made 

 

On the service model Ð having health services in or as near to your home as 

possible, with only things which need to be done in hospital taking place there 

 

After considering the feedback to NHS joint committee concluded there was very 

wide ranging support for this principle. The committee concluded this was very much 

welcomed by those consulted. 

 

On community based facilities Ð where you think Hartlepool and StocktonÕs 

community facilities should be 

 

Additional health facilities will be built in Stockton, Hartlepool (this in already under 

construction), Billingham and Yarm. 

 

On new hospital location Ð on which site do you feel the new hospital for Stockton, 

Hartlepool and parts of Easington and Sedgefield should be built 

 

The new hospital will be built on site A Ð the Wynyard site north of the A689 and west 

of the A19. 

 

The committee also received a paper about what the next steps would be, outlining 

the work on further developing where and how services would be provided, transport, 

raising the money and paying for the new investments, looking at the impact on staff 

and how best to prepare the workforce for the changes ahead. 
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Steve Wallace, who chairs the NHS joint committee, said: ÒThis has been a thorough 

process with a great deal of discussion, comment and input. There has been a 

considerable amount of interest and IÕd like to thank anyone who has been involved 

in any way because it made the process richer and more meaningful.  

 

ÒAfter inconclusive reviews and years of uncertainty these decisions give us a clear 

way forward. We aim to make healthcare in this area the envy of the country if not 

the world and this takes us one more important step towards that aim.Ó 

 

 

Notes 

 

1. Momentum: pathways to healthcare is the name given to the project to build an 
improved healthcare system for Hartlepool, Stockton and parts of Easington and 
Sedgefield. During the three month consultation the NHS joint committee 
gathered peopleÕs views on 

 
 having health services in or as near home as possible, with only things which 

need to be done in hospital taking place there (in line with the publicÕs views 
reflected in Our health, our care, our say); 

 
 where they thought Stockton and HartlepoolÕs community services should be 

and on which site they felt the new hospital for Stockton, Hartlepool and parts 
of Easington and Sedgefield should be built; 

 
 how best to bring in all the changes needed to build this new healthcare 

system. 
 
 
2. By law if more than one NHS organisation is consulting the public about making 

changes to health services they have to form an *NHS joint committee for these 

purposes. The NHS joint committee formed for this consultation is made up of 

North Tees and Hartlepool NHS Foundation Trust, Stockton on Tees Teaching 

Primary Care Trust (formerly North Tees Primary Care Trust) and Hartlepool 

Primary Care Trust. 

 

3 The members of the NHS joint committee are 

¥ Steve Wallace, chair of Hartlepool Primary Care Trust Ð who also chairs the 

NHS joint committee 

¥ Jonathan Erskine, non executive director of Stockton on Tees Teaching 

Primary Care Trust, 
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¥ Chris Willis, chief executive of Stockton on Tees Teaching Primary Care Trust 

and Hartlepool Primary Care Trust 

¥ Cath Purdy, non executive director of Hartlepool Primary Trust 

¥ Graham Prest, chair of Stockton on Tees Teaching Primary Care Trust 

¥ Dr Carl Parker, who chairs the joint professional executive committee of 

Stockton on Tees Teaching Primary Care Trust and Hartlepool Primary Care 

Trust 

¥ Russell Hart, chairman of North Tees and Hartlepool NHS Foundation Trust 

¥ Alan Foster, chief executive of North Tees and Hartlepool NHS Foundation 

Trust 

 

 

For more information please contact Claire Young on 01642 624339 or email 
claire.young@nth.nhs.uk 

 


